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Among  the  chief sources  of legislative chaos in
France, continues he, is the Senate's privilege of
indefinite delay in acting upon statutes submitted
by the Chamber.   There is no wish to destroy the
veto of the Upper House, which embodies, under
French law, the sole check on the popular assembly's
omnipotence.    But government is paralysed when
the Senate can postpone, for years, consideration
of a measure originated by the Cabinet and upheld
by a majority of the Chamber ;  or, what is worse,
when it nullifies the Bill by refusing to act upon it
at all and burying it in a pigeon-hole.   Why not
adopt  a  rule,  pleaded  M.  Blum,  requiring  the
Senate, within two or three months, to pass upon
all ordinances transmitted by the Chamber?    A
second vice of French government is instability ;
fortunate is the Cabinet which endures more than
three months.   The records of the Third Republic
show that in nine cases out often the ministry's fall
was  precipitated  by its  own demand  upon  the
Chamber for a vote of confidence, almost invariably
regarding some lesser item of policy*    Why not
reserve   these   challenges   for   major   questions ?
Better still, why should the Cabinet resign at all,
unless, as in England, a vote of censure has first
been initiated and carried by the opposition ?   It
should be remarked that M. Blum, as Premier,
deferred claiming a show of confidence till he had
been six months in office, and then on the capital
issue of neutrality in the Spanish civil war.    His
administration came at that within a breath of
defeat.   The Communists refused to vote, and all